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from Harvard College and University - I, A. M, and LL. B.;Steve,
A. B. and A, M,; an. Jim, B. 8. and B. of Archi cture.

Let me tell now something of our church affiliations and
activities after we went to Wilmington. We were affiliated with
and active in two churches - Second Baptist and Westminster Pres-
byterian.

The Becond Bantist Church, which seemed to be the leading
Bantiet church of the city, wae on the corner of Franklin and 9th
SBtreets and, arter we moved to 814 North Broome Street, was Just
one block downhill from our home. A new pastor, Raymond Baker,
came to Wilmington from up in Pennsylvenia soon after we moved
Up there. Cne Sunday we went up to his church in Pennsylvania to
hear hin preach and got an impreseicn of him before we Joined that
ehurch. We lired him andp without much delay, we moved our member-
8hip from Pullen Memorial Baptist Church, Raleigh, to Second Bap-
tist Church, Wilmington.

For a few years thereafter we were active in that church. I
taught a class of men. Steve and Jim went to a boye' class. We
liked the minister. But we founa very little congeniality in the
members of the church. Very few of them came to see us. Most of
the calle seemed to be 8tiff and formal. The boys were not happy
in theip Sunday School class. I learned from them that the teacher,
POS8ibly in order %o make himself popular with boye, talked more
8bout baseball than about the Bible or religious thinge. In a word,
¥ Were not happy in our church affiliation. We aid like the min-
18ter. Even after we left the church and he stayed on until a
Year or eo ago, he and I kept up our friendehip. We were members
together of the Board of Trustees of Crozer Theological Seminary.

When I wag left off the board because the president of the board,
a-Mp '
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& Mr. Crozer and an “piscopalian, though#Il was not docile enough,
Ray. Baker wrote a long letter protesting my not being reelef ted
%o the board. This was after we came home to Warren Place, and I
had no business being on the board of an institution in the con-
trol of which I was not in full sympathy.

The first Sunday we were in Wilmington, as I recall, we
went to Grace Methodist Churché The supply minister, we learned,
wag Dr. Charles Candee, former minister of Westminster Presby-
terian Church. He made a very good impression on us. He pre-
inelined us to Westminster which was on the corner of Rodney
Street ang Penngylvania Avenue, only about three blocks from
our home. Once or twice we went to hear the then minister,
who left soon after we came and whoge name I do not recall now.

Then there came to Weétmlnister a new minister - Dr.

John Watgon Christie - from Concinnati, a native of Kentucky. I

do not recall now how I met Dr. Christie. But meet him I did soon
8fter we came. Our meeting developed into & close friendship whtch
has persisteqd throwghout the past 30 years. I say 30 years because
he and Mrs. Christie, Ruth, have visited us, along with Bishop
Arthur and Mre. MeKinstry, since we have been here at Warren Place.

We began to go to Westminster more and more frequently. At
length we began to go regularly. This meant that we ceased to go
to Second Bantist at all., If any one at Second Bantist ever missed
our not going I never knew it. We simply were not & part and never

had been of Second Bantist.

Then the question arose; If we were going to continue to

8ttend the preaching services at Westminster, should we join the

church? We talked it over perfectly freely and frankly with John

Christie. He

advised use against making such & major change, cer-
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talnly as long as my mother lived. Upon hie advice, we - that
18, Grace, Sltve, and I-moved our membersh.p from Second Bapiist,
Wilmington, to :oberts Chapel Baptist, Pendleton, and became as
regular in our asttendance ‘and &s &ctive in Westminster as if we
had been mémbers in good and regular standing. I do not recall
which church Jim joined nor when; but he did join one or another.

John Cunristie and I became and remained close, personal
friends. He used to come up to 814 and talk over with us church
affairs, €speclally church problems. I felt that he took advant-
ag of our not being involved as members in the problems to
%o talk them over wiuth'us as a sort of sounding board.

T became and remained teacher of the Business and Profes-
8ional Womens Sunday Bchool Class and remained so until my trust
research trave;hook ne awsay from home so much that I felt unéer
n obligation to my family not to oarry on the olass. Bfter I
€AV€ 1% up they changed the meeting time from Sunday after preach-
ing eérvice %o a weekday evening, meeting, &s I recall, only once
& month, and time and again I met with the class. In the class I
dia not use the regular lesson material but based my talks on books
whioh'I thought would be of special interest and value to young
bueinesswomen and professional women. For example, one period I

used Thompson's Sermon on the Mount which I am ueing now (June

1960) as the basie of my talks to my ycung men'e class in Rob-
erts Chapel,

In Westminster we found a social congeniality which we
had not found in Becond Baptist Church. Soon after we became
8ff1llated with Westminster we were invited to become membere of
& Bunday Evening Group. The group consisted of verhaps a dozen

Gounles, most of them members of Weetminster. Among them, as I
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recall now, were: Zobert and Kres. (Mice Kate) Ferriday; Dr. and
Mrs. Charles dee; Ir. Charles K. A. S1 e and Mrs. Stine; David

and Mre. Rankin; John and Ruth Christie; Grace and myself; and,

Mo doubt, several other colnles whom Grace w.ll remember. We

wodld meet Sunday evening at one after another's home. The hoet
¥ould lead or would have someone else lead & discussion of sone
ourrent topic. All of ue would Jo3n in the discuseion. It wae &
nleasant, uplifting, congenial group of cultured people.

Speaking of the social gide of our affiliation with Weste
minster, I gti11 laughf at myself over this innocent faux pas:
Robert Ferriday ana Mige Kate gave a dinnerparty for us in their
home i dtrddon « Among the other guests, I recall now, were

Eorace ang Minnie Daniel who also recently had come up from Vir-

ert
ginia. The dinner moved along smoothly until deseft time. The

dessert was a big Bowl of freeh fruit paseged from guest to

huest, each guest helping himselff When the mald began to paes

the bowl I wae in the miast of telling eome story. When she came

to me, I took the bowl frem her hande, placed it in front of my-

eelf, and went right on with my etory. Miss Kate was aghast. The

look of consternation on her and others' faces brought me back

to earth, T ladled out my share of the fruit and handed the bhowl

back to the meiq. g

A8 T have tola already, John Christie and I were instrumental
id reorganizing - we thought we were organiging - the Quill and
Grill Clap, .

Steve and Mo grew up churchwise in Wegtminster, It was
b the foyer of Westminister on Decsmber 7th 1941 that I discuseed
with Horace Daniel tne postponement of Jim's call untll he cosid

finish his year 1in larvard{ it was that very afternocon that the
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Japanese attacked Pearl Harbor. If today one looks at the list
of Westminster boys who went into the Service one will find the
name, James H. Stephenson.

Steve, after the War and after he grew up and married,
became an elder of Westminster anc remained one until he with-
drew only a few years ago to become a Friend.

How fortunate I have been in the minicters of the churches
of which I have been a menber or with which I have been affiliated -
Charles Wingate Scarborough, Roberts Chapel; J. W. Lynch, Vake
Forest; Charles H, Purham and ¢G. T. Lumpkin at Brown Memorial;
Jack Ellis af Pullen Memorial; Ray. Baker at Second Baotist;

John Christie at Westminister; and now Randolph Phillips at
Roberts Chapel, My sdnisters have been friende and we meet on a
man-to-man basgis.

Before I leave Wostmiqipter and John Christie let me record
thie incident: Jonn and Ruth Christie and Arthur and Iesabelle Mg-
Kinstry came down here to Warren Place by special invitation to
vielt us. It was in th= fall of the year, peanut-harvesting time.
Billy Pisher was in the midst of plcking and harvesting peanute.
One afternocon we took John Christie(minister of the leadin; Presp
byterian ohurch) and Arthur McKinstry ( Eniscopal Bishop of Del-
dvare) on a trucklosd of peanuts to the warehouse at Conway and
Bhowed them how péanuts are marketed. Then we took them to Edmnuids
where the plcker was going. Picking peanuts by machine 1s about the
dustiest work on the farm. These two ministers got the dusting of
their 1life standing around the picker and see ng the shocks hauled
Up, the peanuts picked and bagged. I verily believe they enjoyed
this experiencs more than any other of the’- visit with us.

Worl War II broke on us December 7 1941. In the beginning
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none of us realized the enormity nor the consecuences of what had
haopened,

While none of ues Stephensons, so far as I know, had been
military men, we had tried to do our military duty as citizens. As
i have told alresdy, one of my ancestors had been a soldier in
the Revolution; another in the Civil War; I had tried to get into
Borld War I bhat haqﬁot been able to do sc because of a defective
eye.

When World War II broke out Bteve was 26; had been married
the nreceding May; and Tom was to be born the following February
1lth. He ana Libby haqhought & home on Bancroft Parkway which wae
only a few blocks from our home.

We soon were made to realize that it was a world war in
8a0%; that American youth would have %o fight it out. Steve be-
came convinced that, even though married and with a first child
8ocn %o be born, he had better volunteer and select his branch of
Service than wait and be drafted and take the branch to which he
would be aselgned. He volunéeered, selected the Nawy, angentered
treining for naval service. I femember the day he left for the
Service, I rode with him along the Parkway as far and as long as
I could. Then I sald good-bye to him and went on home. That was
the most heart-rending experience I ever have had, before or
8ince. I ghall not €0 into his training nor his assignments,

éxcent to eay that he wound up in public relations work-which

Was his line - in the Navy and was based throughout the Wer in

Honoluli. Thig 1@ one thing that makes ue all the more want to
80 to Hawaii this coming summer (1960). There are two incidents
which Steve nerhans aia not record in his own Journal.

Based in Honolulu, he was asslgned to escort a group of
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war correspondents over the Pacific. When he returned to Hono-
lulu atrengement :s made for him to make a dio renort of
his trip.The Golumbia Broadeasting Company, I believe, wired
Libby that he would be on the air at a stated time on the fol-
lowing Sunday, She, of course, told us. One of us told Dr. Chris-
tie. At the morning service that Sunday he told the congregation
that one of their number would be on the air that afternoon at a
8tated station at a stated hour. Several mimtes before the stat-
ed time Grace made sure our radio was in working order. At the
stated time Steve came in on the air. His enunciation was clear,
his delivery natural Grace almost hugged the radio. One of the
stories he told was of the co]ored goldier n the Battle of Layte
climbing Up on the hoat after a rescue. Asked what he was doing,
he answered, "I'm gurvivin',  #

The second enisode was Just before the end of the War,
Untxpeotedly 8teve was sent from Hawail back to Washington on
some nublic-relations mission and had time-off enough to come up to
Wilnington to see us. He came unexpectedly very early one morning.
Tom, then about three years old, was snending the night with us
and that morning was in bed with us. When Steve came into the room
and to the foot of the bed and Tom saw him, he esaid, "Who's that
man?t "

2#3 Jim followed Steve into the War and into the Navy and, be-
fore it was over, Jim outranked Steve in that Jim wae Lieu-

Yenant while Steve was only Lisutenant Junior Grade. Still
f?rther, they both were assigned to duty in the Pacific and both
were based in Honolulu. Libby had a schoolmate (Mills College) out
there whosge husband was a prisoner of war. Her famiy; entertained

Bteve and Jim a good deal and made their etay in Honolulu all the
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more pleasant.

Quring their stay in Honolulu Steve and Jim saw more of
6ach other than they had for years before. With the three gyears
difference in their age, they were in different grades in school,
Pa&rt of the time in different gchools, and they had different
friends and playmates. But in the Service, although Jim's work
wae drafting plane and Steve's public relations, they saw much
of eaon.other when they were off duty.

Grace and I never can be grateful enough that both the
Doys returned from the Service unscathed physically, mentally,
and morally. gteve went back “o work with the duPont Company;
Jim returned to Harvara to complete hls course in architecture.

Nancy was born while her Daddy was in Honolulu. We wired
him as soon as she was born. OCn account of the the diffcrence in
Eastern ang Hawalian Standard time, by the hour of the clock he
received the message before we sent 1t. Here 1s an incident that
We never have told Steve or Libby: The night after Nancy was
born and mother and child both were doing well, a nurse from the
Delaware Hospital, where Nancy was born, 'phoned us that the little
S8tenheneon baby had passed away. A?hast. I phoned Dr. Davis, the
obstetrician ang told him; he said that there must be come mis~
take, that the baby was perfectly normal, and that he would see
8bout 1%. I phoned the Forsters; but the line was busy and I didn't
g8t them. I phoneq Mary @mith to come over and take care of Tom
while we hag gone %o the hospital. In the midst of all this ex-
cltement a nupse from the hospital - the same or another one -
phoned that 1t wag a mistake, that the baby that had passed away
¥as a premature one. I told her not to think of us but to try to

eomfort the parents of the baby that had passed away. Then, just
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Just as Mary L.lth came in to take over, .c could tell her that
1% all had been a mistake and that Libby and Nancy both were
doing well.I never thought it would do anyone any good to tell
Steve's family about this terrible experience of ours the night
after Nancy was born.

Betwesn 1927 and 1937 I made £ix visits to Eurcpe to study
the tvust business or the substitutes for trust business in the
diffefent countries over there. Steve accompanied me on each of
these trins excent that of 1937 when ]I went alone tc the British
Isles and the nett year, 1938, Steve went over with Dick French,
one of his Harvard schoolmates.

In 1927 undér the ohagaronage and general supervision of
Profesaof Albert Bushnell Hart of Harvard we made the Grand
Tour of Eurove, ineluding England, Scotland, France, Germany,
Switzerlang, Belgium, and Holland. Inecluded in our party were
not only Grace, the boye, and I but also Mabel White and Virginia
Wright, one of Mabel's Rﬁndolph-uaoon élussmates. What a rare and
unprecedenteq privilegé 1t wae for us te have Professor Hart for
our guide. He was a atriking 1ooking person. He was positive, at
times imperious, in hie manner. Ke was devoted to Grace and me
and the boys, almost like a parent to us. On that trip we tried
No more than o gat the fﬂi of the land. In fact, at that time I
had nog planned to return to Eurob; periodically to study 1ite
trust businesgs.

Ve went and came by béat. Iwkeof a comnlete Journal of
this trip which 1 available to anyone who reads these remin-

iscences and , thererore, need not be repeated here. Furthermor.,

in Chanter VIII of my tyoosoript volume, Autobiogranhy of a Trust-
man,

I have rooountod in detall these visits to Europe. Let me
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no more than outline them here.

In 1929, accompanied by Steve and again by Professor Hart
I vieited England and Scotland. Professor Hart, as Historian of
the Washington Bicentennial Commission, went over to ferret out
évery item of information about Georce Washington's ancestry that
he could. When we arrived in Liverpool we decided that I would go
direet to London and study the trust business and trust institu-
tions there, while Professor Hart and Steve went up into the Lake
District looking for Hasﬁlngton items, and that Steve and I would
meet in Scarboro#gh the following weekend. Everything went ac~-
eording to schedule until the following Saturday when I was to
leave London, go on up to Searborough, and meet Steve there. Board-
ing a train heade# for Scarboroigh, 1 settled bac: to take life eagy
that day and view the countryside. It had been agfeed that Pro-
feseor Hart woula deliver Steve to me at York. When I had been on
the train almogt long enough for ue to be nearing York I asked the
conduetor what time the train was due in York. He renlied that the
train did not g0 to York, that it went to Swarborough by way of
Hull. You can imagine my consternation. At a etop=-over, nerhaps
in Hull, I trged to reach Professor Hart by phone but, of course,
eould not. There was nothing for me to do but go on to Scarborough
and from there try to locate Steve. This I did. We were to be the
weekend guests of Mr. and Mrs. Southam with whom I had been in
eorresnondence about truet business. IuScarborough I found out
how to reaeh the Southam home and walked over there. As soon as

I arrived Mrs. Southam met me at the door and told me that her

hueband :nq My son were out for a walk. My son! It was unbeliev-
able. Here 18 how 1t hanpened: Professor Hart haf not taken Steve

%o York as planned bus had put him on the train at a nearby place,
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Selby, where they had been stonping, gave Bim a pound or so,
and sent him on to York. In York Steve had inquired about the
train from London to Scarborough and had been told that it al-
ready had run, Steve, using his head, simply took the next train fa
Searborough, fortunately remembering the name of our host-to-be.
In the station at Scarboroigh he was eitting on & trun- or box
waiting for me or our host. Along came & man with & dog on leash,
8teve poked his foot at the dog and attracted the attention of
the man. He sald, "You look like a little American boy. 1 am
down here to meet an Ameriean and hie son." Steve's answer must
have been, "I am that son." Anyhow, they were brought together
by the dog, ana together went on to the host's home. I think
experiences like this must have given Steve self-confidence in
travel.

Our host kent us up talking until after mednight. He had
asled one of the lawyers of Scarboroigh (office lawyer, solicitor)
%o come over and meet me. He declined because I was a trustman. Even
OVer there there was not the best of feeling between lawyers and
trustmen. Our host had the habit of pouring several cups of tea
&% the same time, getting them on the mantle, lett¢ng then get
good and cold, and then drinking it. Another thing I remember a-
bout this weekend was that our host told ue that in England a guest
was sunpomsed to tip the mald upon leaving. I presume he did not
realize that this was the practice over here too.

Then in 1931, two years later, Grace, Steve, Jim, and I
and Ardeith Heinel went o Paris. There I spent two or three weeks
Studying the French substilute for trust business. The boye took
lecsons in French in a Berlits School. Wnable myself to eveak
French, through 1 good offices of Pierre Li iwlle I enployed
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his Russian-born, French- and English-speaking secretary named
Sev to do secretarial work for me. If, as, and when he was on
the Job he did most excellent work. But he had absolutely no
gense of time.Fix aqﬂ’hour and place of meeting and he would be
likol?,to show up an hour late. One Sunday while we were there the
Lepaulles invited ue down to their home in Fontainebleu for dinner
and to spend the day. Mrs. Lepaulle was a lawyer too. They invited
Hr. Sev, the secre tary,also, They had invited in her parents and
had made up quite a dinnerparty. We arrived from Paris up in the
morning. Dinnertime came and no Sev. We waited and waited, and he
did not arrive. Finally, walting no longer, we went in to dinner.
About the time the dinner was over Mr. Sev showed up. He seemed
Mot to be embarrassed in the least that he had been that late.
Lepaulle asked me if I had had any trouble with him in that re-
SPect. Then I learned that this was characteristic of him end that
his good qualities made up for this defect. Later, during World
War II, when France was overrun by the Germans and everyone who
Gould ret out got out, T was asked to stand for Mr. Sev if he
Gould get out of France and get over to the ¥nited States. I a-
greed to share with someone on the Pacific Coast - I 4o not rem-
ember now who he wvas - the financial responsibility of keeping Mr.
Seve from becoming a charge on the State if he came. Soon there-
after the War ended, he did not come, and I never have heard about

hin gince,

Then in 1933 Steve and I went to Germany. There we

found the beginnings of a trust bueiness by the banks and some

°f the bankers as pre judiced against trust business as, I am sorry

%o say, some of the bankers in the Wnited Stetes have been. We

Veré there when the Hitler regime wae in charge, when people al=
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ready were afr~‘d to call their sould thei~ own.
in 1935, accompanied by Steve, I visited Denmark, MNorway,
and SBweden, and studied their trust system. And in these coun-
tries I found what really 1s an advanced system of settling
estates ang administering trusts and guaddianships. I shall not
g0 into any deta 1 because I have covered the details in my

typeseript volume, Notespn Trust Business in Civil-Law Couniries.

In Copenhaye Denmark, as 1 have related in telling of my
eontacts with William Jennings Bryan, we had the evening with hie
daughter RMth and his granddaughter Helen. There we visgited Tivoli
which in 1958 Grace and I visited again and enjoyed so much - the
highest~toned playplace I ever have visited anywhere. One night
On our 1935 visit, taking dinner in Tivoli with Bteve, T saw at
& nearby table Fred English of 8%. Louie, one of my Harverd Law
Bohool classmates. Was he glad to see me} For two months he had
been touring Europe with a group of women. He was so glad to see
and %o hear the voice in Engliah of a man he knew. Fred bec:me a
Judge in oneg¢of the St. Louis or Missouri courts.

It was on this vieit to‘Ooponhagen that I nmade the acquaint-
ance and then the friendship of Frithjof Kemp, a Rotarian, a law-
Yer, and leading citizen. On this first visit he was of more
help to me than anyone else. Then when Grace and | were in Gopen-
hagen in 1958 I met him again at Rotary and he had us out to his
home for dinner and the evening. _

In Norvay we made Triende with & lawyer named Wegge whose
8on soon {gg;narter came to the Wnited States. I recall now that
one afternoon the Wegres, Steve, and I went hill-climbing out from
08lo and picked blueberries similar te the huckleberries we have

here at home. And in 1958, when we returned to Norway, I got in
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touch with Mr. Wegge. Hé and T went once more %o Rotary. But
what rather deores. .1 me was that in the 25-ye interval he had
turned from a vigorous middle-aged man into a doddeming old man.
No doubt, he noticed change in me, but not to the doddering sfiage.

In Sweden in 1935 we féund real trust companies. In one
of them I found then ding trust bookkeeping by machine Just as
we do in the Wnited States. When I returned in 1958 I did not go to
any of the trust departments aimoiy because Grace was with me and
I 414 not wani to taek time from her for any such visit to them.

In 1937, this time traveling alone because it was in the
fall of the year, after the annual convention of the American
Bankers Association in Boston, and both Steve and Jim were in
8chool and Grace had to remain at home and look after them, 1
returned to the British Isles to re-check what I thought I had
learned on previous visits. And this time I went on to Ireland
and made a Btudy of the trust business in Belfast and Dublin.

In 1938 all four of us took an automobile trip up into
Canada, starting with Quebec, then Montreal, and finally Toronto.
I was etudying the trust business of the Dominion. On this trip
we took occasion to visit the Dionne Quintuplets. They have grown
up into women now and, as I recall, one of them is dead and one
of them has married.

I had fully intended to continue these biennial grips
until I hag vi-ited Portugal, Spain, Italy, Switzerland, Luxem-
bourg, and, possibly, Russig. But the War came on and put an end
to that,

I am not going into any detail about any of these trips
because the detalls will be found in my Journals, typed, bound

o0y of which I have made. Beside, my transcript Notes on Trust
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Business in Civil-Law Bountries up to 1940 and my published

volume, Trust Business in Common-Law Countries, contain the
detailed information about the trips and about my study of trust

business in all these countries.

I had much rather turn to something a great deal more
personal and, therefore, much more interesting to our children
and grandchildren, namely, Steve's courtship and marriage.

In 1975'3@”..:&,“@ in Harvard working for .is Master's
degree and doing newspaper work for a Boston newspaper. While he
had had any number of girl friends, so far as I knew or heard he had
not settled down on any one of them or any one of them on him,
Then, unexpectedly, came the settling.

Bill LaMotke, as I have said, had been Btevelia roommate
in Exeter and had gone on %o Yale. He had been graduated by Yale,
had gone on to medical school and been graduated, had served his
internship, and had fallen in love with Widge Kister out from
Philadelphia. Bill and Widge were engaged to be married the 8th
of June 193-5. Bill had invited Steve to be one of his ushers.
Steve was in the midst of preparation for his exams. for his Mas-
ter's degree. The wedding was set for the day of Steve's final
éEan. Steve replied to Bill that he would come down and bhe an
usher if he eould get away but that, if he could not, Bill would
understend. Bill, in return, wrote Steve that he would let it stand
that, if Steve could get away, well and good, if not he would un-
dertand, ¥nexpectedly Steve's exam. was postponed and he was freed
to come down to be at Bill and Widge's rehearsal party as well as
wedding,

At the rehearsal the evening before the wedding Steve was

introduced to a girl named Elizsbeth Hall Forster of Philadelphla.
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He fell for her hard; and, as it turned out, she, for him. All
of thie was unbeknownst to us.

The next day after the wedding, which Grace and I at-
fended, the e was a reception on the lawn of the Kister home.
While Grace and I were standing or walking on the lawn, Steve
Gam® up with a tall, slender, long-legged girl, holding her hand,
and introduced her to us as Libby Forster. His comnent as we re-
member was this: "Bhe 1s engaged to a Yale guy. 1 have from now
until midnight to break 1t up."® And with that he was gone and, 8o
far as 1 recall, we did not see him or them again at the recep-
tion nor until after we returned to Wilmington.

After the wedding Steve and one of his classmates - Si
Phillips, I believe - went on down to Mexico on a trip, and Mr.
Josenlws Daniele, then our Ambassador to Mexico, showed them some
Courtesgy. Meanwhile, Bill and Widge had gone up to Danville, Penn-
8ylvania, to live fnd for Bill either %to finish his intership or
to practice. wn{;vor way, Steve g?ppod over to see Bill and
¥idge onthe way up from Mexico. Libby Forster was there too.
Whether their meeting at Bill and widge's was pre-arranged I do
Not know; but I have my suspleion. Anyhow, as I learned later,
¥hat 18 where Steve and Libby committed themselves %o each other
&nd became engaged in the wee hours of the morning, Bill and Widge
said,

That summer Grace and I had taken at cottage at Rehoboth
Beach for g month and already had gone down there. Steve had sald
that he woula lixe to bring Miss Elizabeth Forester down to Reho-
Poth Beach to visit in our cottage. Grace and Sylvia Forster had
eXchanged formal stters about her coming, &~ between the moth-
ers it was all arranged. We of course knew nothing of what had
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happened at Danville and thought that Mies Forster wvas only
another of Steve's girl friends. Foy S8te henson, Will and Genola's
daughter, had come up from Pendleton to visit us. On ancther og-
easion Augusts Walker of Elizabeth City had come un., There was
nothing unusual for ue to have the boys' girl friends vieit us
while we were at Rehoboth Beach.

However, the day before Steve mnd Miss Forster we e to ar-
rive in Rehoboth Beach we had a wire from him éaying that they woull
be delayed & day on accou 't of a "family matter." Thie term, family
matter, intrigued but did not enlighten us. Steve was not averse to
'dlying things likxe that.

The afternoon of the day we received the telegra: I went
on down to the beach before Grace did. I told Ethel Aspril and
other friends of ours from Wilmington who were on the beach about
the telegram ang 1fi myself, suggested that we interpret the uessage
to mean that Steve was engaged to the girl and let's make out that
way to Grace when she came down. In making this frame-up I was as
innocent ag an angel in heaven. It never occurred to me that I might
be telling the truth. Anyhow, in a little while Grace came down to
the beach. 3he abhorred the chewing of gum in public. That day she
had a nisge of gum in her motkh. When we began kidding her - we
thought we were kidding - about Steve and Miss Forster coming abd
about the "family ::::;:,' meaning nothing else - could mean noth-
ing else than that they were engaged, Grace forgot her abhorrence
of chewing gua in public, began to chew almost violently, and kept
1% up as long as we kiddeq her,

Then the next day came. Steve and Miss Forster had driven
down from Philadelphia. When they arrived, after the introductions,

She went on upstal to Join'ch; g;::& came 1...¢0 the living room
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with us. Ve realized that he was try'ng to tell us something im-
portant. #o unlive him, he hesmed and hawed, started, stopped,
and began over again. Ordinarily, then as now, ke was very astic-
ulate. Finally, T decided that the time had come to help him out.
1 esald, "Are you in love with the girl?", T asked. "Yes, Sir,"
he answered. "well, then, why don't you say so." "That's what I
have been trying to say. And that was that. Their engagement was
announced that fall and they were married the following May 24th,
May 24th 1941,

Although Jim and Jeanne's courtship and marriage belong
in the decade of the 1960's, which we are not covering in these
reminigcences because we already have covered that decade in Ve
Bame Home to Warren Place, it is fitting, I think, for me to in-
eoroorate here a brief account of their courtshin and marriage.

Steve was nearly 26 when he and Libby were married. Jim
had gone unmarried until he was 36. We were beginning to fear that
he might turn into an old bachelor as his ¥nele Theo had done and
not marry at all or marry only very late in life. Jim, the same as
Steve, had lots of girl friends. After we came home to Warren Place
he woula bring one girl after another down with him. We would get
our hopes wp only to be dashed. In the winter of 1954 he brought a
Miss Jeanne Thompson, a native of Bay City, Michigan, a graduate of
Vacsar College in the Class of 1942, then doing secretarial work
in New York City. we found her to be a very ocharming young woman;
but we thought of her a8 Just another one of Jim's girl friends
whom he haq brought down with him, not for us to look over as a
PO8sibility nor for us %o look ue over as posolbélitiea of in-laws,
but merely for the coupany of her coming and being with him, In a

word, we attached 1. significance whatever %o . .~ coming down with
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him,
Jim resumed his work in Baltimo}e; Jeanne, hers in New
York. The w3dding was set for Auguet ¢ 1954. Libby, the chil-
ren, Grace, and IM%heir stationwagon drove out to Bay City, going
Oy way of Weet Point for thd ehildren to see the Academy and Coopers-
town for them to see the Farmers Huseum, and to Niagara Falls for
them to see the Falls. On the way out we stonped in a motel near
i and, by previous arrangement, went on and took dinner
with Larry and Betsy Mills., Larry was rector of an Episcopal Church
Up there. This was after he left Delaware and before he went to

Baltimore.

The wedding comes wlthlnathe recbllectlon of Tom, Nancy,
and Susie, as well as tho rest or us. In fact, all three of the
children participated in the wedding and we have & volume of photo-
graps of the wedding activities. I shall eay no more about this
because 1t woula tﬁﬂx me Qurther over into the 1950's, Beelde, it
Comes ﬁlthin the recélleotion of all of those for whom I am writing-
our Brandohildr;n.

I oome now to December 17 1949, the day in course for my
retirement at the agé of 65.

Somi yearé 5§fore this I.had been offered, by President
Kitehin ang Melville Broughton the deanship of the Sohool of Law
of Vake Forest College. Betore acconting or declining, I talked
the mattep over with Harold stonier. He assured me that upon my
retirement at or after 65 I would recelve a retirement allowance
anivnlant to $5,ooo a year, w1th thia vrospect I could not afford,
even if T otherwlae had been inclined, to accent the deanshen and
80 said to Presid@nt Iitohin.

Algo, '0“0»-&. before I reached the ag of retirement Dr.
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Stonler asked me to ~tay on another year - that 13, 1950 - and I
was glad to do this. 80 I did stay on until Dece.ber 31 1950.

It was fortunate that I did stay on. Louis 5. Headley had
been selected to be my successor in The Stonier Graduate School
of Banking. Louls became so afflicted with bursitis that I not
only had to give the course in Trust Business in 1950, whieh I
would have done anyhow, but also give it in 1951, after I had,
theoretically, retired.

1 shall not go at all inte the considerations that led us
Yo leave Wilmington and come to Warren Place because they are
covered in detail in Ve Came Home to Warren Place. But now I
shall discuss some of the things that we had in mind as the hour of
My retirement avproached. Phystally and mentally normal and with
a surfioienoy Tor Grace and me to live on comfortably, ! foresaw
8everal years of activity and, I hoped, resultful, worth-while
work in the trust field. I realized that it would be in the trust
field or nowh:re, that I was not mor ever would be a practical
farner, that 1 wag not nor ever wall be active in politics, that I
did not care to go back into the practice of law and thus tie
nyself to an office; and yet that to be hanpy in retirement I must
be engaged in something constructive in the trust field.

And as 1t has turned out I have been busy and hanpy and still
am. I have taught Estate Planning in the School of Law of Wake Forst
College, 1952-1956; have retﬁrned to the Graduate School to deliver
Bvecial lectures, 1958; have taught Trust Business in the Pacific
Coast Banking School since 1952; have taught Fiduciary Service in
the National Trust School, 1960; have made numeroue addresses to
Trust Conferences, Bstate Blanning Councils, and the like; and

have done my most pretentious writing on trust subjects: Your
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Famllx end ¥Your Esstate, 1951; Drafting Wills and Trust Agreements -

Administra' ive rrovisions, 1952, Dispositive Provisions, 1954;
Estates and Trusts, 34 ed., 1960; and Reflections of a Trustman,

1960, Alsc, I have served on the Board of Directors and on the

Trust Investment Committee of The Planters National Bank of Roeky
Mount, North faroclina, since 1952; and on the Board of Directors of
the Meherrin Valley Bank, Boykins, Virgnina, since about the same
time. Moreover, I have worked with lawyers and their clients and
in a few cases with friendd alone on their estate plans. In fact, 1
think the last has been the greatest contribution I have made to
the welfare of my fellowmen during my retirement.

But, instead of carrying on about my retirement, let me

poetpone further comment for the moment.
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TO QUR GRANDSONS

Looking baek now over the 70 years, 1890-1960, T ébvo
reminisced about in this volume and in our book, We Came Home

22_E2££Sﬂ.gl&2!; I ask myself, What has 1t all amounted to?

Has 1t been worth while? Have I any message to pass on to

our grandeonsg? What, if anything, can I tell them out of my own
L

eXperience ang observation that may be helpful to them, that

May smooth theip way somewhat as they travel on through the dec-

ades ahead of them? In these concluding pages, how can T help

then most Without preaching to them? These are the pointe that I

tackle now.

Naturally, Grace knows better than I what to say to our
two Sranddtughtera, Nancy and Susie. Perhaps, I know better what

to say to our two grandsons, Tom and Jamie. So, I have ent!tled

thege coneluding pages To Qur Grand ong; Grace, I hove, will en-

title hers, To Our @randdaughters.

What I ghall have to say %o our grandsons is somewhat com-

plicateqd by the fact that there is sueh a difference in age be-

tween Tom ang Janie. At the time of this writing (1960) Tom is

nearly 19 (February 11 1961) and 1s a Freshman in Harvard Gol-

lege, while Jamie is not yet four (April 17 1961). Thus Jamie has

15 years of life before him which Tom already has livead through.

Jamie 1g
is

P&88ing on into hie childhood and youth, while Tom already
in his Joung manhood. I ghail try to make what I say equally
&Pororpriate for the two of them. And let me address them in the

8€0ond person, as though I were talking with them face to face
and ag

ing.

though Jamie were 0ld enough to understand what I an say-




Z0%

Cultivate the rrlegkhip of older peonle. Although they
do not know it al. sy any means, they have 1i 1 longer, have
had more experience, and, therefore, know more than you do. Ap-
proached in the right way, they aopreciate the attention of
younger pecple as much as or more than younger peovle anpreciate
the attention of older people.

In sehool make friends with your teachers. But, for Good-
ness sake, don't do it in any toadying way. In my college daye
trying to make up to an instructor with some ulterior notive was
known as "legging." and legging was regarded as one of the moset
Contemptible practices of college students. But without legging
&t all, a student can make friends with his teachere in high
8chool, in college, in graduate school, in nrofessional school,
throughout his school life.

In Wake Forest I made friends wlth Dr. Enoch Walter Sikes,
Professor of Economics, Government, and History. In Harvard I
made friendd with Dr. Albert Bushnell Hart, Professor of Amer-
lean Government ana History,which, as I already have said, after
My college and university days ripened into one of the moet cher-
18hed friendships not of hinm and me alone but also of his wife
and Grace,

After your school years make friends with the older men
In your business or profession. Do this even though you may not
be &ssociated With them in that business or nrofegsion. Older
men, no lese than your teachere, will appreciate your attention
and friendship. Ana you can make friends with them without toady-
ing. You can do so even if you are engaged in the sane business
Or profession with the older men. Top men, if they are on to their

Jobs, keep their eyee and ears open for younger men as poseibil-
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ities for promot “n and advincement. ¥nbeknownst to you, they
will have their eyee on you.

bet me i1llustrate the point 7 am making by the lot of the
young lawyer. He moves into a town and opens & law office, all
by himeelf. He has no elients of his own, andé he may not have any
family or business connection that will bring him clients. He
eannot go out and advertise or solicit. Theoretically, he muet
81t and walt. But, if he will make courtesy calls upon the older,
leading lawyers at that Bar - and 1t i1s prover for the younger
lawyer to ecall upon the older ones and not walt for the latter
to call upon them - he will bring himself to the attention of
the older lawyers one after another. Then, when a collection item
or a little item of litigation comes into the older lawyer's office
which he dooqhot want to handle himself, he will be disnosed %o
D288 1T on to the younger lawyer who alrsady has brought himself
to the attention of the older one. Ask almost any established law-
year, who started out by himself and not in the office of a law
firm, how he got hie start in the practice and he will be likely

to recall the names of older layyers, one or more, who gave him
his start.

In my Reflections of a Trustman, in the chaoter, How -
¥o Be a Trustman, I have detailed how Adolphus H. Eller, an older
lawyer, helped me to get started in the practice of law in Win-
aton-Salem, how he brought me into local politics, and how he
Prought me to the attention of Colonel Francis H. Fries, Pres-
1dent of the Waohovia Bank and Trust Company. Then I went on %o
€1l now Golonel Fries took notice of me and helped me to get
Btarted in the trust business. I closed these Refelctions with the

two paragraphs which I pase on now to you, our grandsons, for
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they are equally as anplicable to any other business or nro-
fession as to t. trust business:

The thing that has lupressed ne a great deal about my
becoming a trustman and then apeeilalizing in certain branches
of the trust businese is the determilnative pert that older men,

not all of them trustmen themmavlles, played in my ceareer es &
trustuan,

I have in mind such men as nmy uncle Wiley Fleetwood who
prepared me for college, Professor Albert Bushnell Hart, ir.
Adolphue H. Eller, and Colonel Franeis H. Fries. Two of ny
treasured possessions are autographed photographs of Pro-
feesor Hart and Colonel Fries taken during their l@ter '
years but‘while they still were younger than I am now. These
Photogranhs adorn the mantlepiece of our bedroom at Warren
Place and are a constant reminder of what these two men meantg
to me as a trustman.

Host trustmen, I believe, can trace their start in the
trust business to the opnortunities given them by older
trustmen. Thus we all, in perpetual succession, can be
active members of a Lend-a-Hand Soclety of Trustmen. (36

Trust Bulletin (December 1956); Reflections of o Trustman, 15)
Bach or youy my grandsons, will, sooner or later, have to
8elect his lifework. You may have been born to enter a given
business op professlon - a "natural." More than likely, however,
you will have to make a selection of one out of hundreds of bus-
inesses or scores of provessions. The time of selection may be
during your high echool days when you will be deciding what kind
of college to 80 on To. It may not be until during your college

years when you will be deciding what kind of graduate school or



