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Elele Blackwood, now Mre. Richard Janes of Flushing ,
New York, caue up from Raleigh to Wilmington with us. While
her office ang work, unlike Mary Smith's, was at the bank, we
88w a great deal of her and she proved & real friend and so re-
maine until thie day. Later she was merried in our home, a beaut-
1ful wedding and a beautiful bride.

The boys entered Friende School that fall (1929). Steve
W88 graduated in two yeare, but we felt that he, Just 17, was ®
not mature enough for college. So he went to Phillips Exeter
Acadeny for tyo years before entering Harvard. Jim left Friends
®Ven & year younger and had three years at Exeter before enter-
ing Harvarqg,

The gecond summer (1931) found us as a family going to
Zurope agaon, This time Mrs. Paul Heinel went with us and our
time wag 8pent in Paris and London. Steve wae to have still two
o%her irips with his Tfather while Gilbert was doing truset reseach,
one in Gernany in 1933 and the other in Seandinavia in 1935. S8111
later Steve and Diek Freneh, and Exeter-Harvard friend, were to
fpend a unmer togebher in Eurcope. Jim was not to go agaln until

he went with Steve and Libby after World War II. It has become

& habit with Bteve that he still keeps up. I was not to go agaln

until 1956,

In June 1933 my Brother Pall's wife (whom ] have affec~
t onately referred. to. in these memolirs ae Sie Mattie) died. My
brothep cutlived her Just & few years. Since my brother's work
took him away from home most of the time, 1t did not seem advis-~
able for Hartha, then a young woman in her early 20w, to try to

eep the houee °n Norfolk open. We prevai’~d upon her to come and
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stay with us 1ndef1n1té1y until she could decide what ghe
wanted to do. She was a very welcome addition to our household.
8gain oung neople were coming in and out. We had missed them,
with the boys away at school. Hor did it take her long to make
Up her mind what she wanted to do. At a party she met Elizabeth
Metten who went home and told her Brother Murray, who had lived
Tor several years 1n Asheville, North Carolina, that she had
Tound a Southern girl that he must meet. He did, and soon there
¥as an engagement and the following August there was a wedding
at 814 North Broome Street. Martha was married in my wedding
dress and Vell, a lovely bride she was. Theyhave one son,
Billie, a Junior at the University of Delaware (1960). They
have recently done over an old house in Wilmington which Martha
has furnisheq beautifully with antiques picked uo as bargains
over the years.

The years passed, the boye were graduated at Exeter, both
went on to z:syard, both did graduate work there also. One of

the many sa israotiono of their lives was the wonderful friende-

8hips made both in their prep.zehool and college days. Many of
these Triendship have continued through the years. In Wilmington
they hag their friendd also and were fortunate to be included in
delightful social affairs. Their sunmers were taken up with
travel, both having trips to the West. After Steve's graduation
he wag employed for a while by the Athletic Council of Harvard.
_All Quring nig college years he had done sports wkrting on the
Boston papers ana thus made contact which are for the benefit of

his son who nmﬂJil & Freshman at Harvard _1960-1961)
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Our house at 814 used to be a lively place, especlally
during the Ch aristmas holidays when the boys came home, often
bringing some of their friends to attend the debutante parties.
The rirgt year Steve was to wear a full-dress sult was an efent-
ful one. All me wanted for Christmas a Top Hat. Bill Lalottie,
his dear Friend (they roomed together at Exeter the year Bill
vas there) had the same desire. 80, Sue lLaMotte and I decided
Weé would indulge them. Sue offered to take then to Philadelphia
%0 buy the hats. Recently we were reminiseing about it. It was
& great experience. For daye, no matter what kind of clothes they
had on, they would try on the Top Hate the minute they csme in
&nd parade before the mirroM 2

In June 1940 Bill married Elizabeth Kister (Widge).
Steve was an usher. One of the bridesmaids wae E1lizabeth (Libby)
Forster of Germantown, Pennsylvania. After the rehearsal dinner
the night before Steve came (ms was the boys' custom) to our
Foom %o tell us about 1t. Steve said that he had met & moet
Sharming girl, went on about her at great length. But we had
heard similar eéxnloaions before, go Gilbert and I were not par-
tleularly impreesged. The next day at the reception after the
wedding he brought a tall, blonde, slim girl in her lovely
bridesmaid! g dress, wearing a large leghorn hat, %o us and
8aid, "I nave from now to midnight to keen Libby Forster from
Marrying a Yale guy." Ge succeeded and the next May 24th they
Were married and have liveq hanpily ever afterward.g,

Bineteen forty-one was to be an eventful year in our
lives. Early 1n$:%zé?ear Steve accented a position in the du-

Pont Companyte 7 116 Relatione Department awvl has been with
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1% ever since, now 20 Years. In March Gilbert and I came down
to Varren Place for a couple of days' visit with his parents.
For some time hie father had been falling rapidly but still
wanted to get out and around. The day after we came Gilbert todak
hin for a ride. Upon gettlng out of the car and opening the
Deok door he fell and broke his hip or broke his hip and fell.
Sinece Gilbert had to g0 back to attend to his work, 1T meant
by Elaying here. We took him to the hospital at Suffolk, bring-
ing him home juet a week before he dled on April 18 1981. I sty-
3 long enough afterwara to arrange things here. Claudie Milleg
our falthful help fow the year vast, said that she would stay
on and teke care of Gilbart's mother. She, Gilbert's mother,
vanted to stay in her own home rather than go live with us. I
returned to Wilmington Just a month before Steve's wedding and
Was vlunged inte great activity. The house needed atiention and
Fenovation. I had to get my oclothes for the wedding. I was in-
®luded in m ny parties for the bride-elect. 1 never could have
done 1t without the help of Rith Jacobe whom I had taken up
earlier from Pendleton to live with ue. And the added help of
Bliza (I can't remember her last neme) who came by the day.
They were go efficient. Bteve's classmates from Harvard - Perry
Culver, g1 Philline, Diek French, Lev White, snc Bill Rowley -
With Bi1l1g wife, Oonnie, came. Charlie Dale and hie wife came
8180. Charlie was & newevaperman who had taken Steve under his
wing, and now 1g doing the same for Steve's son. Foy Ste-
phengon £ pom Pendleton hed come up to be a bridesmald. The
House wag bureting with neonle and nxoitonent.

The ‘da, oefore the wedding the'rer e contingent from the
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Forsters came ,ver for lunch. The day of .ae wedding, instead of
breakfast ang lunch, I had & brunch at 11 o'clock for all the

Germantown Unitar-
houseguests. Since 1t was an hour's drive to GrzEmzbsrm
ian Chureh, where they were to be married, this allowed plenty
of time for dressing and being there for the four-o'clock wed-
ding.

After a week's honeymoon at Farmington Country Club

near Ohnrlotteaville, Virginia, they came back to Wilmington
%o setile in a smell apartment on Delaware Avenue and Broome
Street. It wasn't long before we knew that the tiny anartuent

would not pe large enough for them and began to hunt for larger

quarters. It ended with the buying of a six-room house in a row
of houses on Baneroft Parkway. To this house were to come ae ba-
bles Thomas Fleetwood Stephenson, Nancy Hall Stephenson, and
Susan white Stephenson.

Two weeks after Steve's wedding Elsie Blackwood and
Richard Janes were married in our home. Almost immediately
aftepr their wedding I went to Norfolk to assist at the wedding
of my niece Mabel White to Neil Gilehrist. A busy swmmer it
Proved to be. In September I gave a tea for about 25Ppeocple
%o introduce Libby to Wilmington friends.

Even then there was a eloud on the horizon. Japan long
had been 4 threat to us. Mueh of Eurone already was embrolled
in a var., while there still were apparently friendly negotations
€01ng on in Washington between Japan and us, Japan sprang on us
R Bunday morning, December 7 1941 in what 18 verhaps the most
Infanous attack in history - a eurnrise attack upon our fleet
&t Pearl Harbop out from Honolulu. That set off World War II

Tor ug which was to last four years and to be remembered as the
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bloodiest wguy in history. We realized t. ; Jim probably would
80 over very soon, since he had been deferred from military
8érvice only because he wae going graduate work in HarvarC{J
Steve was not called until a year and a half later. They both
entered the navy anx were awarded commissione -Steve that of
Ensign and Lieutenant Junior Graqé, Jim, that of Lieutenant. Bdth
were based at Pearl Habbor. Jim, because of his architectural
training, was put to designing mans. He was stationzd there for
the durati.on, mueh to hig disappointment. Steve was placed in
Publie relations and in that canacity saw active service and
Covered much of the Pacific. One of the grest thrills of my
life yag

the Sunday afternoon Steve broadecast from Honolulu an

&ccount of the Battle of Leyte. Notic= that he would brozdcast
had come

it in

to Libby from CBS Radio. Dr. Chrietie had announced

church that morning. S0 many of our friends were listen-

ing. Over the radio it came in perfectly.

Tommy had been born on February 1lth 1942. On Dscember
9th 1944 Nancy wae born. Since she was the firet girl born
in the Stenhenson family since the Civil War, it was a special

eévent, Through friends in Honolulu we succeeded in getting word

%o Steve. ye understand that, nublie relations man that he was,

8teve made Quite a story of it. It was to the effect that Namcy

Was the firgt g1irl born into the Stephenson family in 300

Years,

Jinm came home on leave the summer of 1945 and the peace
treaty vag gigned before he was due to return. After he was
released ne returned to Harﬁard, and got his degree in archi-
tecture. The next June he went to Baltimore to become aseogi-

8ted with the architectural firm of Mr. Edmunds. During hie
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College years he had epent & summer in Mr. Ed.unds's office.
After the genior Mr. Edmunds's death, Jim prascticed on his own.
Then he formed a partnership with Alex. Cochran =znd Eddle
¥ing as co-partners. It has proved to be a very satisfactory
ﬁ . arrangement.
Bteve came home in October 1945 and returned to tre

Public /{elatione Denartment of the duPont Company. Two years
later Susie was born. Libby had kept her little house on Ban-
eroft Parkway even though she spent a grest deal of (imeé witlh
her parents and with ue and so the 1ittle family was united
in their own home.

I really believe that I was a dedicated grandmother. I
&n eure no grandmother ever enjoyed her grandchildren more.
do feel that I was able to nelp the parents out. Libby used to
Bay that, if the children were going to be sick, they always
Managed 1t when they were visiting me. Tommy had whooping
fough at my house when Nancy was about taree monthe old. Ve
fManaged in this way to keep Nancy from having i%. Before we
re.lized 1,1% was time for Tommy to go to school. They were
outgrowing their little house. Steve was advancing in the

office; and, 8o, they decided tc find & house in Alapocas,

8lnce Friends Sehool was located there and it would be con-
venient for the children. They did buy there and a few yeare
later bought a suill larger one, 106 Edgewood Road, which
18 their present home.

The years passed happily. There was a good deal of
Visiting back and forth with Theo and Marie White in Balti-

fore, Jim wae happy in his work. Particularly was he interested

in hospital architecture. Steve's little family was growing
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fast, Soon all three children were in Friende School. Gilbert's
mother was apparently well and happy at wWarre. Place. Claudie
had “regipreq and been succeeded by Miss MeDaniel for seversl
Years. One yesr she nhad the great ple.sure of having Billy
Fisher's mogher 48 a companion, & lovely verson both phyeically
&nd soirituaily. Her sudden illness and desth came as a great
8hock and. sorrow to all of ‘ie. Billy Fisher had succeeded hieg

Brother Ben ag manager of our famming operatlons. At last we

SN

felt that Warren Place was “coming to! after the depression

1% hed surfered so mach from during the early 1930s. Ii,the

Qcpresslon. waé the beginning of Gilbert's father's poor health.

. He was a man or great pride and when he found things were going

i S

§ P vithihin e tried $oihide it from Gilbert instead of con-

i flaing 1n nig, g1 bert did finally sten into the pilcture and

| then gave a1l of his wide experience in helping to work out

. %he situation. ge secured a young white man (Ben Fisher) to

| take oven the farming. He built seross from ue a house for him
and hig family. Ben developed sinus trouble and later was forcd '
by 1% to €0 to El Paso, Texas. As I have sai@, he was eucceedf)AJ
After the War by his brother, Billy. We have reTerrad to Billy

80 many tipeg that you already know the part he has played,

and g4111 does,
He

in the d evelopment of our vropertydown here.

4d Foy ( she was Foy Barnes, born and raised within a mile
°f us) ang thelr file ohildren live in the house built for his

! Brother Ben (designed by Jim) but 1t 18 now ailr-condltioned
44 has gentral heating, nice landscaping. The farms are now on
" Paying basis and the dark days of that deprees on have passed.
Ton children ana grandehildren must realize that tiis has been

due to the deternined effort of your father and granafather that

Aliliﬁ-llll--————
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he would keep t-a% land that wae his father : and grandfather's.
There was born in him a love of the land.

Meanwhile our roots in Wilmington grew deeper. I had
énough outeide interests - the Junior Board of the Delaware
Hoevital, Salvation Army Board, the Flower Market, the church -
to keen me busy along with my soclal contacts and my grand-
ehildren,

I am tempted to write the names of some of the dear

friende of those days in Wilmington but that list would grow
%00 long.

The-r

In the ten years since we left many have passed on

but there still are mmany left who make me feel at
home when I 80 _aboek to vieit.

Gllvert was happy in his trust research work and already

¥&8 known in this country and in a more limited way abroagas a

Bpecialist in trust business. For 14 years he had headed the

faculty of the Trust Divsion of the Graduate S8chool of Bankingat

£
Rutgers University. He had contiributed much of the litsrature of

kruet business. He was nearing 65 7ears and, whereas, fhe still

Y48 Vigorous and keen as ever, he felt that he would live to
Petire from nig regular duties to devote hie full time to
Wrlting ana lecturing, The queztion of where we were to spend
ur years of Feétirement began to loom in our minds. I don't

think theye éver was much doubt in the mind of either of us

it was to be - Warren Place.
In 1948,

vhere

after Mrs. Fisher's dd«th, we closed Warren
Place

&nd Gllbert's mother ocame to Wilmington to be eith us.

Though reluctant at first to come she soon adjusted herself
and vas Vel"y ha‘)py, enJoylnS neetlns new people, and e.beciﬁll}'
enJoying her great-grandohildren,

For at least two years before Gilbert's formal retirement
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in 1959Ge 8pent most of our spare ttime planning the renovatione
8nd changes we would make. We were both agreed that 1t should
be as attractive a sountry home as we could make 1it. alr:ady
Bllly Fisher had started damming up a stream on the placefor a
pond which was to be a part of a recreational center for come-
Munity use. There was furniture there from two generations and,
beside, my accumulatiob of 38 years. I began to sort out in my
mind what pleces I would keep and how I would disvose of uhe
Others. I wanted to preserve the beet of the three generations.

The actual moving date wae set for May 24 1950. We put up
for sale 814 North Broome Street and did sell it to Dy. Vincent
Maguire who uaed,ég.both as an office and a regidence. He disé
Suddenly in 1960 ani the house has been re-s8o0ld already., I dc mwot
know who the presént owner is.

When 1t became known that we wers planning to leave Wil-
mington our friends showered us with many courteslses. I don't
believe that we had realigzed before the place we had made for
ourselvee in Wilmington. The happiness of thege lasi fey weeksg
was marred by the death of my Brother Theo in Baltimore, It oc=-
curred the week before we were %o move. That very night the Quill
@nd Grill Club, of whieh Gillbert has wrltiten, was to enteprtain
for us at the Wilmington Country Club. Of course I did not go s
since every arran;ement had been imade Gilbert and the boys went.
It was the members of this club who presented to Gilbert that
night a beautifully engraved silver tray that we prize so highly.

Theo's and Marie'g marriage had been such a close-knit one
in spite of the difference in their ages. He had never been a very
8trong person and for the last year he had been practlicallt anin-

valid. Her care of him was beautiful. Theo was leaving Marie
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qQuite alone, ' her nearect relatives were some cousins. ¥e had
been close and 1t made me very sajd to go further away from her
when she needed me most.She felt that she could not etay in their
large house in Roland Park. That would mean finding a suitable
apartment and getting rid of m:ny of their lovely possessions,
After we made the move to Warren Place I epent as much time as
I could with her that summer. She has lived since in the Am-
bassador Apartments and has filled her life with good works.

Bhe gives a great deal of her time to volunteer work at the Union
Memorial Hespital.

Jim had come from Baltimore frequently bringing his
friends. It was hard getting further away from him. But I may
8dd that he did live in our lives after we came %o Warren Place
by coming of ten and bringing friends.

At last the day came when 814 was oleared. The moving vanm
would leave the next day. We were to spend that night with our
children. I always shall have memories of driving away the next
morning with Libby and the children waving good-bye, the tears
streaning down their cheeks as wolllaa mine. So

8o ended 21 hanpy years. If you are interested in our

livee in retirement get out your book, We Came Home to Warren
Place and re-resd it.

THE END
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